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Teachers In a fix as State vet to
“act on UGC’s FIP guidelines

T heir career progression hinges on participation in FIPs

R. KRISHNAMOORTHY
TIRUCHI

A year after University
Grants Commission (UGC)
renamed its ‘orientation pro-
gramme’ conducted for new-
ly-recruited faculty in colleg-
es and other institutions of
higher learning through its
Human Resource Develop-
ment Centres as ‘Faculty In-
duction Programme (FIP),

the Department of Higher
Education in Tamil Nadu has
not yet issued an order to
that effect, much to the cha-
grin of a section of young
teachers for whom career
progression hinges on their
participation in the month-
long programme.

Unlike in the case of
‘orientation programmes’
that used to last for three
weeks, the FIPs being of
lengthier duration requires
teachers to obtain the official
sanction of month-long leave
from the heads of their res-

pective institutions.

But the Regional Joint Di-
rectorates of Collegiate Edu-
cation whom the colleges ap-
proach for sanction of leave
for the month-long duration
have not been able to act on
the requests in the absence
of an official order from the
government. The higher
education department still
follows the pattern of grant-
ing leave for three weeks,
causing anxiety to teachers,
according to representatives
of teacher welfare
organisations.

Last year, the teachers at-
tending FIPs had to give an
undertaking to the colleges
that they would forego their
leave from the ‘Earned
Leave/ Privilege Leave’ pro-
vision: for the additional
week.

This time around, the as-
sociations have approached
the government for a deci-
sive order, but are uncertain

if there will be any outcome
before the next government
assumes charge.

The associations, sources
in the Higher Education De-
partment said, have also
urged the government to
take cognisance of the UGC’s
communication on reducing
the duration of refresher
courses from three weeks to
two weeks, and for conduct-
ing these programmes on
online platform, through of-
ficial orders, as in other
States.

“These programmes de-
vised for professional en-
richment of teachers envis-
age their participation in a
positive frame of mind and a
sense of confidence. The un-
certainty that prevails
among the faculty over tak-
ing part in the programmes
must be removed,” S. Sen-
thilnathan, Director, UGC-
HRDC, Bharathidasan Un-
iversity, said.
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@  India, China to contmue

# military talks on LAC

TlI'UChl mstltutlons show the way to engage overseas alumm groups

SPECIAL connzsponnsm
_TIRUCHI
Quite a few hlgher educa-
tional institutions in Tiruchi
have been able to demon-
strate the unhty of overseas
-alumni groups in mentormg
students, dffering them in-
ternships, and mobilising fi-
nancial support for scholar-
ships to poor students.

The Global Alumni Meet
2020 of National Institute of
Technology - Tiruchi, for in-

disengagement e _vj;v‘:;_ . &

Radhakrishnan,

Mamata dischan"ged

page 9

stance, resulted in members
from various - countries
pledging to.the tune of a few
crores of rupees for further
progression of their alma
mater. .
“Our. alumni chapters in
United Arab Emirates, Unit-

ed States and Singapore have
" been playing an active role in

student engagement™" Nisha
Associate
Dean - Alumni Aﬂ"alrs, NITT

from hospital after her.
condition improves e

88 Stop illegal influx from '
Myanmar, Centte tells
# northeastern States '

page10 Y

said. ‘The 'overseas alumni
chapters - of  Jamal'"Mo-

hammed College have been

actively supporting the insti:
tution over the last two de-
cades. The college has over-

seas chapters in Jeddah,

UAE, Bahrain, Kuwait, Smga
pore, Malaysia, USA, Brunei

~and Qatar, besides the USA.
Likewise, the Holy Cross Col- -

lege has established interna-
tional alumnae chapters in

TIRUCHIRAPALLI
€ITY EDITION.

14 pages « %6.00

Archer’s incisive spell
sets up Englands facile
win in the first T201
page 14 3

'Dubai, Singapore and Malay-

sia. St. Joseph’s College, Ti:
ruchi, will launch its alumni
chapters in Singapore and

~Middle :East during the

course of the Josephites Glo-
bal ‘Virtual Reunion - 202L.

So far, 450 overseas students
have registered for the vir-

tual reunion,” S. Albert Rab-.
ara, secretary of St. Joseph’s.
College Alumni Association,

-said.



Jamal Mohamed College: Motiva-
tional programme for students on
appearing for UPSC examinations, S.,
Earnest Ravi, former Assistant Com-
missioner of Customs, speaks and re-
leases guide book, 11 a.m.

Shrimati Indira Gandhi College
Department of Fashion Techno-
logy: Webinar on ‘Personality design
architecture,’ K.Shivakumar,
founder director, Manasuka, speaks,
4 p.m. -
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Dr. ABDUL MAJEED ARSHAD mo.

(Chest Specialist)

MARIAM
DIAGNOSTIC CENTRE
Authorised Medical Centre for
New No. 19A (Old Ne. 8), Thiruvalluvar Salai, Teynampet,
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UNILEVER TO TEST FOUR-DAY TRIAL STARTS SOON, WILL RUN FORA YEAR OUTPUT COUNTS, NOT TIME SPENT AT WORK
During the test, which will roll out this month and run for a year, the ® In 2019, Microsoft had tried a four-day work week in Japan. It
WORK WEEK FROM THIS MONTH employees can decide which four days they want to work each week, found employees were happler and productivity jumped by 40%
There will be no pay cut, even though the total working hours have been u Nick Bangs, MD of Unilever New Zealand, said the goal of the test
The British consumer goods giant said on Tuesday it would reduced. The trial is expected to help employees attain a healthy work-life is to “measure performance on output, not time" EMPLOYEES ON THE ROLLS OF

Untlewer  offershorterwork week for all its 81 staffin New Zealand
HENNAL = IMIX‘HM VIIAVAWADA BEN(;I[URU KD(N-HVB(NAD VIXAKNAPA]NA\I-(O\MBMM KOZHIKODE « THIRUVANANTHAPURAM « BELAGAVI

balance, and enhance productivity, bringing mofe profits to the company m Unilever said it plans to shake up its workflow on a wider scale UNILEVER IN OVER 100 COUNTRIES

URU « TIRUPATI = TIRUCHY o TIRUNELVELI » SABALPUR « HUBBALLI  DHARMAPURI » KOTTAYAM « KANNUR  VILLUPURAM » KOLLAM » WARANGAL » TADEPALLIGUOEI
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Not all colleges to opendoors to students

Administrations have been instructed to make sure that only one student is accommodated in a hostel room

AADHITHYA MS @Tiruchy

NOT all colleges in Tiruchy
will re-open even as the gov-
ernment allowed resumption
of classes in a phased manner.
Classes for final year PG stu-
dents would resume on Decem-
ber 2 and final year UG on De-
cember 7.Colleges have been
directed to accommodate one
student in a room in hostels.

Institutions like the Nation-
al College and Bharathidasan
University will reopen on De-
cember 7. Authorities said
they can accommodate one
student in a room as only final
year students are allowed.

The house keeping staff
were busy sanitising rooms
and removing additional cots
to discourage room sharing by
the students. SP Anand, offi-
cial in charge of National Col-
lege hostel, said, “There are
only 110 final year students
and we have more than 120
rooms. So, until further orders
we can easily accommodate
the students.”

A section of parents, how-
ever, expressed concern about
sending students to classes. A
faculty in a women’s college
said, “Parents seem to be wor-
ried that students would share
rooms anyway. They are ask-
ing an assurance that students
would stay in their rooms
only.” However, they added
that the college could host one
student per room if only final
year students were to come.

Jamal Mohamed and St.
Joseph's have chosen to not
reopen right away. Principal of

House keeping staff sweehing corridors of National (oilege | MK AsHOK xmﬁ

There are only 110 final year
students and we have more
than 120 rooms. So, until

further orders we can easily
accommodate students

SP Anand, official in charge of
National College hostel

Jamal Mohamed College, S Is-
mail Mohideen told TNIE,
“Our final year students are
having online exam from De-
cember 7. Until then, their on-
line classes would only contin-
ue. However, our professors
would come to the college and
take classes from here, coordi-
nate with each other.”

“We have planned to start

the next semester from Janu-
ary 2. If there is another order
by then, we will follow that.
Until then we are not going to
ask students to be physically
present at the campus.”

St. Joseph’s college was al-
ready having their online ex-
ams going on and also were not
planning to reopen the college.
The exam would be over by De-
cember 15, so until then they
wouldn’t be opening colleges
physically for UG or PG
students.

However, they said they
would host PhD researchers in
labs as most of them are day
scholars.

Officials removing an additional cot to ensure social distancing | mx AsHox kumar

Worst over, care centres
handed back to colleges

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Thanjavurw

HOSTELS that were converted as COVID care centres were
handed over to the respective college managements.

Hostels of the Government Engineering college in Sengip-
patti and hostels of the two deemed to be Universities in Vallam
were used as COVID care centres and quarantine centres . They
have been handed over to the colleges after disinfection and
cleaning. Meanwhile, as final year UG students are set to re-
turn to colleges from December 7, work of cleaning the hostels
are on. Officials of the backward welfare department, which
manages six Government arts college hostels in the district,
said, “The standard operating procedure (SOP) for accommo-
dating students is awaited.”

Hostels managed by colleges themselves have already
spruced up the buildings and painted afresh. In one of the col-
leges in the district when the officials spoke to the students
who were allotted hostel rooms already, only around 50% stu-
dents gave consent for staying in the hostel, sources said.
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Singapo JMC Amni’s service

TRINITY |

Fa%

initiative reaches a milestone

M Rafi Ahmed

e celebration time for
Jamal Mohamed College
Adumind Agsociatioon,
Singapore  chapter as it
created o record of ithe
softs  in hosting 100
events  within a  span
of 10 wvears. On cloud
mpe  were  the  alwmmn
members  at  the 10th
anmiversary  virlual  mest
held on Moversber 28 ag
the compilation of the
events conducted so far
was shown online.

Chantered Acoountant and
president  of - Simgngore
JMC Alunmi Association
Dr M A Kuder presided
while secretary Prof P

M A Amamillah bricfed
nbouat 1he SECVICER
rendered by the alummi
on  edocation front  mwd
social activities. Students
Snelhn Muorali  alongwith
Apumsitha Morali gave a
scimlillating  performance
rendering the =
“Melesmdbmor Komvarmi
Thantha Thaaye' penned
by Magore Rums followed
by Isaimani Parazu
Ealyvan singing “lamal.
Jamal [Nee Vazhgavey'

Ap o the adage—-Servics

top Mankind s Service
to God,  the  alumn
Association helped
students  with  education

qaid, dresses to inmates
of oldage homes besides

micyeles,  domation o
needy  and  stationery
tems o ptundets.
\\'-::rrks.h-::qn. SETIANEG,
commun harmaony
meets,  Tomil  l§lerry
events, medical  expen
ks, fumily  ddny o
foster  togethernese  and
what mod

Dr A K EKhaja
Mazeemuddin, — secretary,

Haji &I T Jamal Mohamed,
easurer, v & Tamadl
Mohidzen, principal, Dr
R Jahir Huszain, general
secretary, JMC  Alwmni
Association took part in
the wvirtual mest from
Trichy college prendaes.
M Abdul Subhan,
commitics member,

Singapore  JMC  Alummi
Associticn acted s
master of ceremonies.

INeteworthy 1o mention
that the Alummi
Mssociation . of  Jwmnal

Mohamed Collepe was
astnblished 1963 wnh

chapters  in Chennai,
Bengalun, Foohikole,
Trichy, amd Eoothanallur
besides  chaphers in
Jeddah, UAE, DBahrnin,
Euwadr, Singapoge,

Malaysia, USA. Brnmei
and Cpatar. With the motto
of “Service to Humanity',
the  alumni  members
within the country amd
abroad  are  leaving no
stome umiurmned o rench
out o the neady
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Madurai colleges mull options on
‘reopening as safety remains key
~ Some Trichy colleges

gSay Online
Classes Will
Continue

Sukshma.R@timesgroup.com

Madurai: Even asthe UGC
has come out with a set of

idelines for reopening
colleges and the state go-
vernment announcing the
functioning of institutions
from November 16, there is
no clarity yet on the deci-
sion at campuses in Madu-
raidistrict..

Though colleges are
prepared, there are still
‘concernsof Covid-19safety.

Madurai Kamaraj Uni-
versity (MKU) is yet to take
a decision on reopening as
it remains$ a centre for Co-
vid-19 care.

“Sofar, as per directives
given, we are writing to the
higher education depart-
ment after: which arrange-
ments will be made for tho-
se quarantined to vacate to
another centre. Only then,
the campus will be conside-
red for reopening,” said
MKU vice-chancellor, M
Krishnan.

The American College

FACT SHEET |«

nes 1or

‘has decided to reopen the

campus only for first year
students from November
18, and conduct online clas-
sesfortheothers.

“Only science students
havingpracticals will beal-
lowed toattend labsessions
for a few days. A meeting.
withthefaculty willbeheld
toensure an SOP is in place
before reopening,” said Da-
vamaniM Christober, prin-
cipal of thecollege.

At Lady Doak College,
authoritiessaid thatonline
classes will continue and
no one will be compelled to
come to the campus.

“Wedon’tintend to have
regular classes for thé who-
le of first semester. Howe-
ver, weare planningfor stu-

. dents from some science

departments to compléte
only lab sessions for few
weeks.‘ E_vep if any student

does not come to college,
the classes will be made av-
ailable to them by online
mode,” said Christianna
* Singh, principal of the col-
lege.
Managements
various colleges said that
priority is on safety of stu-

across :

dents and that already ma-.

ny parents have approa-
ched them with concerns.
“There is no need for
any rush as online classes
are already on. With rainy
season as well, commuting
toand from college is going
to be difficult too and there
are chances of getting in-
fectlon ‘even when travel-

ling. in public transport. :

Even if* ‘one person cont-
racts Cov1d-19 infection,
then it can spread quickly

in a'campus,” said S Kali-

das,aparentof asecondye-
ar student at a cny college.

Sambath.Kumar
@timesgroup.com.

Trichy: While some arts and
science colleges inthecity are
gearing up for reopening col-
leges with half the student
strength, others have decided
to wait for more clarity from
the state government on the
guidelines issued by UGC on
reopeningof colleges.

Further, most colleges are
sceptical about opening hos-
tels as it would not be feasible
to ensure :social distancing

among students by accommo- -

dating one student in a room.
While many colleges are on
the verge of completing theo-
ry portions for the odd semes-
ter; they have decided to call
students to colleges for practi-
cal classes which could not be
conductedonline.

Colleges have been asked
to accommodate 50% of stu-
dents after reopening from
November 16. 'I‘hismeans, the
other half will remain at ho-
me attending online classes.
Cauvery College for Women
in Trichy 'is planning to live
stream the classroom session

to have 50% students

to the rest of the students at
home so thatclasses are taken
simultaneously, said princi-
pal V Sujatha, “We are scepti-
cal about opening the hostels
cing could be a potential chal-
lenge,” shesaid. ‘“About85% of
the theory portions have alre-
ady been taught through onli-
neclassesforsecondand third
year undergraduate students.
Online internal tests have al-
so started for these studenbs,”
shesaid.

“We are contemplatingon -
“the option of students
of science discipline toattend
_practical classes”, S Ismail
Mohideen, principal of Jamal
Mohamed College (JMC) Tri-
- chysaid. Theory portions for

second and third year UG stu-
dentsare. about to be comple- .

der stuch conditions, hesaid.'
The norms for reopening
of hostels & t0.be more .
stnngent given the financial
col t when students ha-
ve not paid hostel fee, obser-
vedlsma]jM PR
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(AUTONOMOUS)

College with Potential for Excellence
Accredited (3rd Cycle) with ‘A’ Grade by NAAC
DBT Star Scheme & DST-FIST Funded
(Affiliated to Bharathidasan University)
TIRUCHIRAPPALLI - 620 020. Phone: 0431-2331135, 2331235
Email: principaljmc@ymail.com Website : www.jmc.edu

Since 1951

. Advanced
Diploma

Year 1 | Year2 | VYear3

(Bachelor of Vocation Programme) NSOF S NSQF ‘ *f NSQF 7

Approved by UGC
Timing for Men : 8.30 a.m. - 1.30 p.m. ;_ , = :
Timing for Women : 2.00 p.m. - 6.25 p.m. | SRV AR BLE L/ T e Job(g!’-,)\wner

Initiated by Govt. of India for job fetchmg skill development through

National Skill Qualification Framework (NSQF)
1. Food Processing and Safety — (3 Years) — FOR WOMEN ONLY

B.V 2. Apparel and Fashion Design - (3 Years) — FOR WOMEN ONLY e
~VOC |3 Tourism and Hospitality Management* — (3 Years) — FOR MEN ONLY A pass in +2

4. Media Production* — (3 Years) — FOR MEN ONLY

5. Diploma in Horticulture* — (1 Year) - FOR MEN ONLY [rm—
Diploma|6. Diploma in Insurance and Actuarial Science* — (1 Year)-FOR MEN ONLY
7. Diploma in Aquaculture* — (1 Year) — FOR MEN ONLY —

for online application visit www.jmc.edu
Distinctive Features

* Multiple Entry and Multiple Exit options  +60% of course is practical oriented

Basket of Benefits

« Skill Development + Industry Exposure = Desirable Jobs

*Value creation & Value addition through Grooming + Skill development + Academics +
on the Job Training

*Course curriculum aligned with concerned Sector Skill Council (S.S.C) under the
National Skills Development Corporation (NSDC)

* Subject to Approval from Bharathidasan University

WANTED

Applications are invited from eligible Men candidates for the post of Assistant Professor in the
following Departments e VISUAL COMMUNICATION e HOTEL MANAGEMNET

Eligible qualified candidates (Qualification as per UGC Norms) can submit their resume to the
Secretary & Correspondent, Jamal Mohamed College, Trichy-20 on or before 09.10.2020.




N 0rma set down to beat Serena Williams,
\]"  who was in line for her 24th major title,in [0 RORNEEIN
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North Korea has
issued shoot-to-kill

Covid-19 entering the

US President Donald Trump says
he misled Americans about the
coronavirus to prevent panic
and compares his leadership to
Churchill during World War Il

F INDIA

PM Modi says new curriculum in
sync with NEP will be in place by
2022. It will be ‘forward-looking,

China imposes restrictions on
staff at US embassy and its
consulates. Meanwhile, US won’t
extend Sept 15 deadline for
ByteDance to sell US ops of TikTok - BRI ENETCIESEIER

NCT Trichy opts for
pen & paper mode

Sambath.kumar
@timesgroup.com

Trichy: When many city
colleges are planning to
conduct end semester ex-
amination for final year un-
dergraduate and post gra-
duate students, National
College Trichy (NCT), an
autonomous arts and scien-
ce college, has decided to
conduct the exam offline in
pen and paper mode from
September21.

The .college manage-
ment says since students ci-
ted several difficulties in at-
tending online classes, it
would not be feasible to con-
duct the examination also
online. “Since most stu-
dents come from rural are-
as, many of them do not ha-
ve access to gadgets. Such
students will be disappoin-
ted if examinationsareheld
in online mode,” said NCT
principal R Sundararaman.

“We will follow the
norms laid down by the sta-
te government for Covid-19.
After Unlock 4.0, govern-
ment has significantly ea-
sed restrictions and even
public transport is being
operated,” he said. There
are about 650 students who
willbeappearingfortheend
semester examination in
the college. It will be con-
ducted in three blocks with
only 12 students in each
class, which will ensure so-
cialdistancing.

Asked about outstation
students, the principal said
they have been informed in
advance about the examina-
tion and hence they have to
make suitable arrange-
ments. With over 4,000 stu-

“ Since most ~
students come from
rural areas, many of
them do not have
access to gadgets. Such
students will be
disappointed if
examinations are held
in online mode

R SUNDARARAMAN
NCT principal

dents awaiting end semes-
ter examination in Jamal
Mohamed College (JMC)
Trichy, the college finds the
online mode safer.

Principal S Ismail Mohi-
deen said that initially they
had plans for offline exami-
nation, but parents were
apprehensive. Students will
have to come for at least six
daystocollegeandthereare
chances of spread if even
one person is Covid-19 posi-
tive. About 200 odd students
from Kerala of their college
say they will be in quaranti-
ne if they travel to Trichy
and return. Hence, he found
the online mode feasible.
Those who could not take
online exam will be allowed
to appear offline at a later
stage, hesaid.

While Holy Cross Colle-
ge Trichy too is planningfor
online examination, princi-
pal of St Joseph'’s college M
Arockiasamy Xavier said
they are also going for the .
online mode. About 1,500- .
odd students will appear for
theexaminationashe found

‘the virtual mode feasible

considering the troubles of
outstation students.
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Admissions: Trichy
colleges start issuing
online applications

Sambath.kumar
@timesgroup.com

Trichy: Arts and science
colleges have started rol-
lingoutonlineapplications
even though the state board
resultsforclassXIIareawa-
ited. Unlike in the last seve-
ral years, CBSE class XII re-
sults were announced on
Monday before the state bo-
.ard results were out. While
it may take a few more we-
eks for the results to be de-
clared, collegesare vyingto
rope in the CBSE students.
Infact, National College
Trlchy (NCT) had started
issuing online web-based
application for admissions
15days ago. While othercol-
leges were awaiting nod

from the state government

on starting the admission
process, they too started is-
suing online applications
on Wednesday.

Bishop Heber College
(BHC) Trichy started onli-
ne sale of application‘'thro-

ugh the college website..

The college has asked can-
didatesnottovisitthe colle-
ge. St Joseph’s College
(SJC) Trichy starting issu-

ing online applications for
undergraduate:  courses
from Wednesday. S Ismail
Mohideen, principal, Ja-
mal Mohamed - College
(JMC) Trichy, told TOI that

' they plan to issue online

applicationsfrom Friday. .

He said this year they
have encountered a peculi-
ar situation because of
CBSE declaringresultsear-

Iy and state board results

expected only by themonth-
end. “We are giving an op-
portunity for CBSE stu-
dents to apply as class XII
results have been publis-
hed. But we are not sure if
wecangoahead withthead-
missions as state board re-

-sults are not published yet.

Itwould be betterif statego-
vernment comes out with a
clarification on the same,”
he said. .

Higher education de-
partment issues admission
guidelines every year thro-
ughthedirectorof collegia-,
te education following

~which. the admission pro--

cess starts for arts and sci-
ence colleges. However, the
guidelines too have not be-
enissued yet.
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edu tltutes can olle
fee in 3 mstalhnents TNinHC

- Times News NETWORK

Chennai: In a reprieve to
private educational institu-
tions, the Tamil Nadu gov-
ernment has informed the
Madras high court that it
has decided to permit such
institutions to collect fees

forlockdownperiod inthree

instalments. They would be
allowed to collect in the
months of August, Decem-
ber and April 2021, the state
said.

The government has
made the submission
through a counter affidavit
filed in the high court on

Thursday in response to the

pleas moved by various as-
sociations of . the institu-
tions. |

“The governmenthas ex-
amined the proposal made
by the institutions carefully
and has decided to permit
private institutions to col-
lect the fees as fixed by the

However, in the same affidavit the governmenthas
stated that such institutions may have their own
reserve funds which should be utilised for payment
of salary to their staff and hence their argument of
lack of funds cannot be accepted -

fee fixation qommittee in
three equal instalments,”
the state said in the affida-
vit. :
However, in the same af-

fidavit the government has
stated that such institutions

may have their own reserve
funds which should be util-
ised for paymentof salary to
their staff and hence their
argument of lack-of funds
cannotbeaccepted.

It further added that the
government has the prerog-

ative to invoke powers vest-

edwithitandpassorderasit
deems fit for the welfare of
the public including stu-
dents.

“Covid-19hasbroughtan -
unprecedented = situation
where all the parents of the.
students could not pay fees
due to various constraints.
Hence the state passed the
order barring educational
institutions from demand-
ingfees,” the counter said.

On June 23, while admit-
tingthe pleas moved by asso-
ciations of institutions
challenging the restriction,
a single judge of the court
wondered as to how the state
could expect private schools

~and colleges to pay salaries

to their staff if they are pro-
hibited from collecting even
minimum fees.
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cases and 1,195 deaths
on Tuesday, the
highest number of
cases in a day since
the pandemic began
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(R b IO discuss ways to deepen
Deaths: 545 400

Japanese PMshmzoAbewilhokla
\ﬁ.or}d virtual summit
(WIS  counterpart on Thursday to

clinasaysnvﬁllm

have elngaggd"l'n what it called
‘egregious’ bel aviour over Tibe
security ties as they seek ways | in apparent retaliation against :
to counter an aggressive China | US curbs on Chinese officials
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Facebook has not done enough to protect
| users from bias, falsehood & incitement to
violence, says an audit. It points to harmful
decisions, including a ‘terrible precedent’
not to intervene in Trump posts that could

allow it to be ‘weaponised to suppress voting'

Manash.Gohain
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: UGC on Wednes-
day issued the standard oper-
ating procedures (SOPs) for
universities and higher edu-
cation institutions for con-
ductingexaminationsinview
of the Covid19 outbreak.
While reiterating that higher
education institutionshaveto
conduct examinations for on-
ly the final year students, the
regulatory authority said
measures like sanitisation of
the entire examination floors
have tobeensured and admit/
identity cards should be treat-
ed as pass for movement.

The Commission had on
Monday given time to univer-
sities toconduct thefinal year
exams by September-end in
offline (penand paper), online
or blended mode and as per
the prescribed guidelines re-
lated to the Covid-19 pandem-
ic. The SOPs issued by UGC
list out 31 measures to be tak-
en during the examination
process, starting from move-
ment of students and staff to
the “theend of the day” proto-
cols.

It has asked universities
to abide by the guidelines is-
sued by the central and re-
spective state governments

SAYING NO: NSUI TGRS
protest against conducting
exams in Delhi on Wednesday

while giving them a free hand
to frame “stricter provisions
and ‘guidelines, if they find
necessary.

As per the SOPs, after ev-
ery session, the examination
floors and candidates’ seating
areas including desks and
chairs, door handles, staircas-
es, railings and wheelchairs
should be disinfected. Also
fresh masks and gloves are to
be used by exam functionar-
ies after staff verification is
done.

There is a separate set of
protocolsfor staff-verification
which will entail each func-
tionary giving a self-declara-
tionabouthealth status, wear-
ing of masks and gloves at all
times. Any staff member fail-
ing to meet the self-declara-
tion norms or thermal tem-
perature check will be asked

to leave the exam centre. |
For areas in containment
zones where public mdve-
ment is restricted, UGC &id
admit/ identity cards issged
to the students should {be
treated as pass and that 1he
government should issue in-
structions to the local authcr-
ities to issue passes to mvh
latorsand other staff engagal
in conduct of examination,
Seating  arrangement
will ensure at least a tvc
metres distance between two
students,and candidates hive
to sanitise their hands befire
and after signing on theat:
tendance sheet. Studfts
with symptoms of fder,
cough and cold will be nade
tosit inaseparate roomogiv-
en a chance to appear oran-
otherday. :
UGC said in order to gfe-
guard the larger interess of
students related to theiraca-
demic and career proyres-
sion, “the institutions
quired to chart-out a plaj for
conduct of examination]..”.
It cited top ranking univrsi-
tieslike Princetonand Mgsa-
chusetts Institute of Techol-
ogy in the US, Universit of
Cambridge and Universy of
Toronto, among ot IS,
which have resorted to orine
modeof examinations. |-
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: Govemment in ﬁX over holdm

re-exam for ¢ lass XII absentees *
/ CA degree to now take only 2 years

Chennai: In an effort to attract more students, the All India Council for

-‘1 {. TIMES News NETWORK
91 ¥
ot Chennal Desplte complet'

vevaluationof ClassXIlanswer  Technical Education (AICTE) has reduced the duration of Master of

1: scripts nearlyamonth ago,the - Computer Applications (MCA) degree from three yearstotwo years

;. directorate of governmentex-  from2020-2L. “University Grants Commission (UGC) initsmeeting held

«,aminations (DGE) has riot inDecember,2019, appmved the decision to reduce the MCA course
) beenable torelease the results duration fromthree: years totwo years,” said Rajive Kumar, member -

~ asthestate government isun- - secreta:yofAlCTE, inacirculartoall approved colleges and universities.
dec1ded about conducting re- = Colleges, however, said themove maynothelp attractingstudents

“exam for 671 students who since job prospects were poor. “The courseis already only twoyearsfor -
were absent for ’rhe final Class studerits who completed BSc computer scienceand BCA at UG level. For
XM exam., : students who completed otherdegrees with mathsasasubject, they

Evaluation of ClassXII an- '

swer scripts was completed on
. "June 10, While the state gov-

 ernment had arinounced that.
i itiwould conduct re-exam for ;

%184,864 students who failed to
- appear for the last exam, only

;671 among them were found to.

- have missed just the final pa-
- per. Theothers faJled toappear
- forallexams,: -
“The department had
planneda retestfor the 671can-
- didates on June 25 but the ex-
r am was postponed followmg
- the- complete lockdown . im:
- posed in Chennai and neigh-
bouring districts,” a source
sald
' {. The govermnent was reth
mkmg itsdecisionto hold are-
+ gxamdue torisingCovid cases
‘inChennaiand other districts.
. It is yet to decide whether to

havetodoathree year degree,” sald careerconsultantlayaprakash

Gandhl TNN
—,

“conduct the reeXam, or with-

for Class XI subJects started

hold the results of these stu-  justnow. It will takefourorfive
dents and release it for others. - days to complete,” a district
It is the main cause for thede-  education official said. '

lay” the source added.
Last week, a new issue

registersand progress reports

Officials concerned have’
meanwhlle, used the delay to :

cropped up as a few hundred  verify the Class XII results
ClassXIIstugdentshad arrears’ multiple times. ‘B
in Class XTI chemistry subject. “Parents and students are
The final exam for Class XI  anxioustoknow theresults, so
.students for subjects includ- = theycanplantheirhigheredu-
ing chemistry had been post- cation. They have been wait-
poned and was cancelled sub- ing for more than three
sequently It was announced monthsnow Thestategovern-
that students would be award- ment can conduct a supple-
ed marks based on their quar- mentary exam for the 671 stu-
terly, half- yearly marks and at- dents after releasing the re-
tendance, sults,” said N Vijayan, senior
“Collecting 'records in- principal of Zion Matricula-
cluding answer 'scripts, mark  tion Higher Seoondary School
ln'l‘ambaram
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With the new academic year
looming ahead, private
CBSE schools are drawing
daily schedules for online
classes. Parents, however,
appear to have mixed feel-
ings on the evolving virtual
teacher-student interface.

One section appreciates
the idea of engaging the chil-
dren with purposeful tasks
instead of letting them idle
away the lockdown period.
Then, there are others who
worry about the long-term
impact of online classes on
the health of their wards.

At the institutional level,
government and
schools find themselves
stranded because the online
mode is not viable for many
of their students, who come
from a lower socio-econom-
ic strata. CBSE: schools, on
the other hand, have easily
switched over to online
classes. -

Heads of CBSE schools do.

not feel bound by the State
government’s directive on
online classes, citing the en-
couragement received from
the Ministry of Human Re-
source Development

In fact, CBSE has already
launched e-content of most
of the subjects on Diksha

platform of HRD Ministry.

On its advice, many teachers
attended an online training
programme to adapt them-
selves to the virtual system,
said the principal of a CBSE
school in Tiruchi district.
Only some schools have
taken cognisance of the pa-

aided

A student attending online

classin Tiruchi. =m.sriNATH

rents’ concern by restricting -

the duration of sessions to
less than two hours a day.
“The consequences of
conducting online classes
for lengthy duration will be
multi-fold. The rigid posture
of students in front of the

Concern STOWS OVer onhne classes

laptops, computers or smart
phones is bound to cause
complications to the eyes
and neck and also ears due
to use of headphones or ear
phones. Occurrence of re-
fractory errors in the eyes
will become inevitable,”
M.A. Aleem, senior neurolo-
gist and former vice-princi-
pal of K.A.P. Viswanatham
Medical College Hospital,
said.

Ideally, there must be a
10-minute break for every
20-minute session to pre-
vent such complications.
Schools need to realise that
extending the concept of
classroom practice of 45-mi-
nute sessions will be detri-
mental to the health of stu-
dents, Dr. Aleem said.

No clarity on evaluation process

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
TIRUCHI

While college heads are not
unduly anxious about reo-
pening their institutions
due to challenges in enforc-
ing social distancing norms,
they are looking for clarity
on evaluation process for
even semester
examinations.’

The Ministry of Human
Resources  Development
and University Grants Com-
mission have suggested that
examination for final year
students be conducted after
improvement in situation.

First and second year stu-

dents can be evaluated on
the basis of internal assess-
ment and awarded a com-

posite grade based on their
performance during the pre-
vious year. .

Now, the co]lege heads
are keen to know the stand
of the State Higher Educa-

tion Department.
The - institutions have
been closed for three

months now and teachers
and parents do not see the
possibility of students of first
and intermediate years re-
turning to the campus to ap-
pear for ‘paper and pen’ ex-
am.

“It will be rather tough to
enforce physical distancing
either in classrooms or hos-
tels,” S. Ismail Mohideen,
Principal, Jamal Mohamed
College, says.



BENNETT, COLEMAN & CO. LTD. | ESTABLISHED 1838 {'

VOLUME 7, 1SSUE

s )TRICHV 'WEDNESDAY, JULY 1, 2020 | 18 PAGES | METRO | PRICE 32.50

THE TIMES

INDIA'S LARGEST ENGLISH NEWSPAPER

Arts colleges may have
‘one stop online intake

Slngle Window |

Trial Run Of

Software To Be

Held Today

Ragu.Raman
@timesgroup.com

Chennai: Taking a step clos-
er towards a transparent ad-
mission system, the higher
education department plans
to introduce online single
window admission for 109
government arts and science
colleges across the state from
2020-21. A trial run will be
held on Wednesday to test the
software.

Under the' new system,
students can in a single form
apply to multiple colleges
and courses that will be allot-
ted based on their ranks and
choices. During the trial,
each college will be asked to
register 2025 apphcatlons
“It will help iron out various
issues. Students need not go
to colleges to apply,” an Offl
cialsaid.

The state government
gave its approval to the pro-
posal last year, but the many
challenges, including a huge
number of courses and lack
of hostels in many colleges,
led to the decision being put
in cold storage. Now, the Co-
vid-19 crisis has brought the

“’ There are less
than 10 courses in
engineering colleges.
But, arts and science
colleges have more
than 120 courses and

lthey have to come up

with a roster system for
all courses based on

intake

PRINGIPAL-
Of an arts & science college

proposal back tolife,

A team headed by the
commissioner of directorate
of technical education devel-
oped the softwareand a hand-
book for students to choose
the colleges and courses, The
handbook includesall details
including the list of colleges,
courses and course-wise in-
take for every college. It also
has details of availability of
hostels and medlum of. in-
struction.

The officials also_ had
meetings with college princ1
pals onlineon Monday. *

But it won’t be as easy as

. inengineering COllI‘SGS glven

-

the huge number of courses
involved. “There 'are' less
than 10 courses in engineer-
ingcolleges. But,artsand sci-
ence colleges have more than
120 courses and they have to
come up with a rostersystem
for all courses based on:in-
take,” another principal said.

Some professors: 'said
there was a need for ¢larity
on the eligibility cr1ter1a for
each course. “Students i the
arts and vocational stream
would get more marks'than
maths-biology students:*So,
it is necessary tofix the ellgl
bility criteria for ‘éach
course,” a professor said.

TheranklistforBA Tamil
will be based on Class XIITa-
mil marks, while that for BA
English Literature will' be
based on English marks. For
therestof BA, BScand BCom
programmes, the rank'list
willbe based on marks scored
in four subjects exclddmg
languages

It is yet to be decided
whether admissions will be
zone wise or state wise, “We
are testing the software But
we have not decided on 1ntro
ducmg single window admis-
sions. A final decision willbe
taken after consulting the

government,” a higher edu-

cation department ofﬁmal
said, ‘
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Private arts colleges await govt’s.
-nod to begin online admissions

sambath.kumar
@timesgroup.com

Trichy: While government
arts colleges across Tamil Na-
dugearupto inviteonlineapp-
lications for admission for the
first time this year, private
arts and science colleges are
waiting for the government’s
nod to start the admission pro-
cess.

National College Trichy
(NCT), beingan exception, has
started registration through
online web-based application
for admissions to various co-
urses for the academic year
2020-21. According to the colle-
ge, candidates can apply for
under-graduate and post-gra-
duate degree programs- thro-
ugh' the''online 'applicatioris
link. One can pay the applica-
tion fee and submit the appli-
cations form. The applica-
tions will be processed once
the class XII state board re-
sults arereleased.

While St Joseph’s College
in Trichy says that it is awai-

ting the nod from the state go-

vernment for starting the ad-
mission process, Jamal Moha-
med College, Trichy too has
kept itsfingers crossedonrele-
asing the online application
once any communication

GOVT COLLEGES 'FO
INVITE ONLINE
APPLICATIONS

from the higher education de-
partmentarrives. Collegessay
that there isan increase in the
enquiries for admission after
the state government announ-

- cement that results will be de-

clared by first week of July.
While private arts and sci-
ence colleges started inviting
applications through online
mode two' years ago, govern-
mentartscollegeshad beenre-

ceiving the applications offli-
netilllast year.

- With the growing demand
for single window system for
admission in arts and science
co]leges alike admission 1o
engineeringcoursesinthe sta
te, the Tamil Nadu directorate
of collegiate education has is- .
sued an admission manu‘al:
this year.

While single window sy-

' stem for admission in govern-

ment arts colleges may ta :é": '
some more time to be imple-
mented, receiving apphcatloh &

.through online mode is the

first step towards it, says state
vice president of Tamil Nadu
Government College Tea- -
chers Association (’I'NGCTA? '
G Rarmesh: Unlike in the engi*
neering colleges where most

of the colleges have five to six

branches, over 100 courses in

arts college makes the single

window system for admission

complex, he said.
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Centre to fOCllS on online educann

Laptops planned for 40% of college students; govt schools to get ICT facilities

PRISCILLA JEBARAJ
NEW DELHI

With the social inequity in
online education coming to
the fore due to the COVID-19
pandemic, the Centre has
proposed long-term mea-
sures to bridge the divide, in-
cluding plans to distribute
laptops or tablets to 40% of
all college and university stu-
dents over the next five
years, and to equip all go-
vernment schools with infor-
mation and communication
technology (ICT).

In a presentation to the Fi-
nance Commission on Mon-
day, the School Education
Department also estimated it
would need to spend upto 1
lakh per school for sanitisa-
tion and quarantine mea-

" sures in preparation for the
safe reopening of schools
that have been shut due to
the pandemic.

Basic measures
The measures would include
ensuring basic water, sanita-
tion and hygiene (WASH) fa-
cilities, safe drinking water,
availability of alcohol rub/
sanitiser, disinfectant, clean-
ing material and equipment
for temperature checking.
Funds for these measures

Virtual access: For college and university students, the
promotion of online education will be two-fold. =k. ANANTHAN

are being provided under
the composite grant for
schools, ranging between
¥25,000 for small schools
with less than 100 students
and %1 lakh for schools with
over a thousand students,
according to the presenta-
tion to the Commision.

In order for government
schools to be reopened,
funds will also be provided

for awareness and communi-
ty mobilisation to sensitise
parents, students and local
leaders, as well as a sum of
%1,000 per teacher to en-
courage them to function as
first-level counsellors, dis-
seminate basic information
about COVID-19 and provide
digital/online/mobile educa-
tion.

For the 3.1 lakh govern-

ment schools above upper
primary -level who do not
have ICT facilities, the

Centre proposes a budget of

55,840 crore to equip them
with such facilities.

Urgent matter
For college and university
students, the promotion of
online education, which has
become more urgent due to
the pandemic, will be two-
fold. On the one-hand, the
Human Resource: Develop-
ment Ministry proposes to
spend ¥2,306 crore on deve-
loping and translating digital
course content and resourc-
es over the next five years.
On the other, it intends to
provide laptops and tablets
to 4.06 crore students — that
is, 40% of the projected stu-
dent population — by 2026,
at a total cost of ¥60,900
crore. The largest chunk of
1.5 crore students are to re-
ceive devices in the next fi-
nancial year 2021-22. An av- -
erage cost of 15,000 has
been assumed per device.
The Centre and States are
to share the cost of making
devices available, in a 60:40
ratio, according to the pre-
sentation to the Finance
Commission.
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UGC may scrap
final year exams

Academic session may be pushed back

PRISCILLA JEBARA]
NEW DELHI
'The University Grants Com-
mission (UGC) is consider-
ing advising colleges and un-
iversities to cancel their
final year examinations and
semester examinations in
light of the increase in CO-
VID-19 cases, according to a
senior official at the Minis-
try of Human Resource De-
velopment.

It may also recommend

further delays in the aca- .

~ demic calendar, with the
next session pushed back to
October.

On Wednesday, Human
Resource Development Mi-
nister Ramesh Pokhriyal
Nishank tweeted that he
had advised the UGC to revi-
sit its earlier guidelines on
these issues. “The founda-
tion for revisited guidelines

shall be health and safety of

students, teachers and
staft,” he said.

This comes a day.before
the Supreme Court hearing
on cancellation of Class 12
and 10 examinations of the
Central Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE) due to the
spread of COVID-19. The Mi-
nistry and the CBSE told the

Can’t permit
ICSE exams:
Maharashtra

The Maharashtra
government has told the
Bombay High Court that it
cannot permit the ICSE
examinations to be
conducted because of the
COVID-19 situation. The
court, through video
conferencing, was hearing
a PIL petition filed by a

parent. » PAGE 10

court that a final decision on
the issue would be com-
municated by " Thursday.
The Class 12 examination is
scheduled to begin on July 1. |

In April, a UGC panel,
headed by Central Universi-
ty of Haryana Vice-Chancel-
lor R.C. Kuhad, had recom-
mended that final year
examinations could be held
in July, while intermediate
semester students could be
graded based on internal as-
sessment or examinations
where possible.

CONTINUED ON » PAGE 8



UGC may scrap

final year exams

UGC’s guidelines, based on
the panel’s report, aiso re-
commended that the new
academic year begin on Au-

gust 1 for second and third

year students, and Septem-
ber 1 for first year students.
However, Ministry offi-
cials say the Kuhad' panel
updated its suggestions due
to the spread of COVID-19.
UGC will consider its recom-
mendations. to cancel the
examinations and delay the
calendar, and is likely to is-
sue guidelines this week.
There are concerns re-
garding the alternative as-
sessment methodology to
be adopted if examinations
are cancelled. Internal as-
sessments usually translate

to project work. “For a small -

college with 500 students in
the final year, their project
reports can be checked and

graded. But for large State-

universities, with two to

three lakh students from af-
filiated institutions, it will be

- impossible to check that ma-

ny project reports,” said a
senior official. Another op-
tion would be to use stu-
dents” performance in pre-
vious - semester
examinations instead.
Although UGC’s - guide-

V linesare only advisory in na-

ture, with each university

-making its own decision in

accordance with local con- -

* ditions and State rules, sev-
. eral Vice-Chancellors said

they would await the Cen-
tral body’s morms before

“taking a final call.

UGC regulates 945 un-
iversities, including - 412
State universities and 53°
Central universities. All in-
stitutions have been closed
since mid-March, although

many have continued class-

es through online and dis-
tance education.
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