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A three-day hands-on training program on Spirulina cultivation for the
Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe population was organized by the Department of Botany,
Jamal Mohamed College (Autonomous), Tiruchirappalli from August 12th to 14th, 2024, at
the college premises. The program was funded by the Tamil Nadu State Council for Science
and Technology, Government of Tamil Nadu and the Seed Division, Department of Science
and Technology, Government of India. Twenty-five beneficiaries participated in this
programme. Dr. R. Sirinivasan, Member Secretary, Tamil Nadu State Council for Science
Technology, Government of Tamilnadu inaugurated the Spirulina cultivation center and
delivered the inaugural address, in the presence of Hajee Dr. A.K. Khaja Nazeemudeen,
Secretary & Correspondent, Hajee. M.J. Jamal Mohamed, Treasurer, Dr. K. Abdus Samad,
Assistant Secretary, Dr. K.N. Abdul Kader Nihal, Member and Honorary Director.
Dr. D. I. George Amalarethinam, Principal. Dr. R. Jahir Hussain, Vice Principal, delivered the
presidential address, Dr. A. Puratchikody, Professor and Head of the Department of
Pharmaceutical Technology, Anna University UCE-BIT Campus, Tiruchirappalli and Dr.
Murugeswari, Director (i/c) & Head of the Department of Womens’ Studies, Bharathidasan
University, provided training on the importance of Spirulina, cultivation practices, value-
added, and marketing practices. Dr. Senthil Kumar, Programme Coordinator, TNSCST
representative, served as an observer of the program. The participants were encouraged to have
hands on experience using the Spirulina Cultivation and Harvesting machinery available at
Jamal Mohamed College. Dr. H. Syed Jahangir, Head, Department of Botany and program
convener, Dr. K. Mohamed Rafi, program coordinator and Assistant Professor of Botany,
explained that the program would benefit and uplift the economically backward, especially
women entrepreneurs and that the program will be extend to several groups, providing
technical assistance for their livelihood improvement through Spirulina cultivation and

marketing its value-added products.
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