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The Hindu Bureay
TIRUCH)]

Minister  f,
Welfare (;in;c-e I\I:"sm‘l:::::
than on Tuesday luudx:d
the political and cultura]
Space available for Muslims
0 grow in the State’s pu-
blic sphere and urged
more women from the
community to rake up
higher education in urde'l
to shape a brighter future.
Speaking at a seminar
| on ‘Arabu-Tamil’ literature
at Jamal Mohamed College
(MC), Mr. Masthan said
| the hosting of such events
: . showed the secular values
| espoused by the govern-
. ment and promoted re-
search on the multicultural
| heritage of Tamil Nadu.
| Arabu-Tamil is a lan-
| guage that evolved to facili-
| tate communication bet-
| ween Arab settlers and
‘Tamil Muslims in southern
India and Sri Lanka, and
was in active use from Sth

Arabu-Tamil Se
State’s multicul

Event focused on
historic link language
that used Arabic
Script to express
ideas in Tamil

leased a compilation of
academic papers on Ara-
bu-Tamil in the presence of
S, Ismail Mohideen, princi-
pal, A.K. Khaja Nazeemu-
deen, secretary and corres
pondent, and other senior
officials.

In his address, J. Raja
Mohamed, historian and
director, Center For Islami-
¢ Tamil Cultural Studies,
IMC, said, “Arabu‘Tamil
has played a significant
role in the socio-economic
development of the Mus-
lim community. Women
were educated in Arabu-
‘Tamil rather than Western

Mminar highlights
tural ethos

.
Gingee K.S, Masthan, Minister for Minorities Welfare, releases a book
at a seminar in Tiruchi on Tuesday. M MOORTHY

languages, as it was consi
dered to be useful for both
personal and official cor
respondence. Educational
institutions  that  teach
Arabic and Oriental lan
guages in their curriculum
should add Arabu/Tamil”
Tirunelveli-based Ma
nonmaniam  Sundaranar
University and Sadakathul
lah Appa College, New Col
lege (Chennai), and Waa
voo  Wajeeha Women's
College of Arts and Science
(Kayalpatnam) were co-or
ganisers of the day-long se
minar.
Scholars presented pap
ers exploring the growth
and decline of the lan

guage, and also suggested
ways in which Arabu‘Tamil
could be brought back for /
new generation of lej
ners.
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